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Abstract

The concept of sustainable development has undergone multiple stages of evolution since its emergence in
international academic literature. Its scope has expanded from a narrowly defined environmental approach
to a comprehensive analytical framework encompassing economic, social, institutional, and environmental
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dimensions. With the adoption of the seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by the international
community in 2015, and their incorporation into the United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, the institutional dimension has come to be regarded as a fundamental pillar for ensuring the
sustainability and effectiveness of development policies.

Within this context, participatory governance has emerged as a core concept in public administration and
public policy. This concept refers to a set of organizational and institutional mechanisms that enable the
inclusion of non-state actors—such as civil society organizations, local authorities, and the private sector—
in the formulation, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation of public policies.

The perspective of participatory governance is grounded in the notion that the management of public affairs
is no longer confined to the state alone. Rather, a plurality of actors and institutions now share roles in
decision-making alongside the state. Accordingly, community participation is no longer understood as
merely a symbolic democratic notion, but rather as an institutional instrument that contributes to improving
the quality of public policies and enhancing their legitimacy.

Building on this theoretical framework, the paper examines the role of societal engagement in enhancing
the effectiveness of implementing sustainable development goals in environments characterized by
institutional fragmentation or multiple centers of decision-making. This is achieved through a comparative
analysis of the Libyan and Belgian cases. The paper is based on the hypothesis that institutional division
does not necessarily lead to an inevitable obstruction of sustainable development patterns; rather, it reshapes
the dynamics of public policy production in such a way that societal participation becomes a central factor
in maintaining the sustainability and coherence of public policies.

The study adopts an institutional analytical approach combined with a qualitative comparative method,
relying on the analysis of constitutional and regulatory frameworks, as well as a review of literature related
to participatory governance and fragile states. The findings indicate that the effectiveness of civic
participation is closely linked to the existence of a clearly defined distribution of powers, a structured legal
framework, and coordination mechanisms operating at multiple levels.

Keywords: Sustainable Development, Participatory Governance, Community Participation, Institutional
Fragmentation, Libya, Belgium
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