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Abstract:

The human love of beauty made him care about beautifying the surroundings in which he
lived, so he made his tools and weapons from stones. He also used stones to draw and carve
shapes of different sizes on the rocks, then he built dwellings, temples, and palaces and decorated
them with sculptural forms that varied and differed. It was for religious beliefs and an aesthetic
outlook. Among these peoples, sculpture using stone, plaster, wood, and various metal materials
appeared.

These sculptures were evidence of sculpture in ancient civilizations and in the Islamic
civilization. These sculptures were three-dimensional and engraved in relief and relief in various
materials and styles. It is known that the art of sculpture on stone and plaster in the Islamic era
was influenced by previous arts such as Hellenistic, Roman, Sassanian and Byzantine art. The
use of sculpture on stone and plaster has become widespread in many countries of the Islamic
world, and this art has become one of the characteristics of Islamic arts. There are types of
carving on stone and marble, which have different artistic levels.

Keywords: engraving and sculpture - rock carving - the Islamic era
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